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Important… before you read the FAQ information: 
 

A brief disclaimer regarding the contents of this document: Many of the details involved in the 
planning of this trip have not and cannot be finalized until the rosters are selected and the Orlando 
Lacrosse Open organizers release the game schedules. Important logistical aspects of the trip 
including the daily itinerary and total expected cost of the expedition must be determined closer to the 
event. Therefore, this document is less of a definitive and binding plan and more of an estimated 
guide which should give you an accurate portrayal of how the league envisions the trip unfolding. The 
answers provided below reflect our expectations for the trip and we will work tirelessly to ensure that 
our expectations are met. 

 
Information for an MBYLL Town Program Director 
 
Q. As a program director, what is my role in the organization of this trip? 
A. Considered truly to be a "League-Wide Event," we are asking each program’s director(s) to 

take a very active role in the shaping and support of this trip. All program directors are being 
asked to publish and distribute all information that we send to them, to ask plenty of 
questions on behalf of their organization and their prospective candidates, and to be punctual 
and thorough during the nomination approval process. 

 
Q. How will the teams be selected? 
A. The Mass Bay Colonials will be placing two teams into the Orlando Lacrosse Open. The “Blue” 

team will be playing in the U14 division and will be comprised of athletes born between 
09/01/04 – 08/31/06 and NOT in High School during the 2018-2019 academic year. The “Red” 
team will be playing in the U12 division and will be comprised of athletes born between 
09/01/06 – 08/31/08.  

 
 The ideal scenario is to have two athletes per MBYLL town attend the tryouts (one “Blue” and 

one “Red”). Towns will be asked to approve applicants and affirm to the league that the 
athlete honors the game and best embodies the spirit and character qualities promoted by 
the town’s organization. Depending on the number of applicants, towns MAY be asked to 
choose the official nomination among multiple candidates.  
 

Q.  How many players will be selected? 
A. The goal is to have rosters of twenty-two (22) athletes on each of the two teams. Versatile 

athletes who can play multiple positions would be an asset to the team. The Mass Bay 
Colonials might include 4 or 5 attackmen, 9 midfielders, 4 or 5 defensemen, 1 or 2 long-pole 
midfielders and 2 goalies. 

 
Q. How will the tryouts be organized? 
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A. Mass Bay Youth Lacrosse League has strong partnerships and relationships with a variety of 

professional lacrosse educators who will contribute to the organization of multiple tryouts 
that will take place in mid-August. Athletes are only expected to attend one 90-minute tryout 
which will be an efficient assessment of drills, scrimmages, and game simulation. 

 
Q. How can an athlete fill out an application and when is the deadline for submissions? 
A. The application will be available on the league's website: www.mbyll.org. All applications from 

seriously interested candidates are due by Tuesday July 31, 2018. 
 
 Programs will be asked to make their final approvals by Sunday August 5, 2018. 
 
 Geographically diverse tryouts are expected to take place in mid-August. One tryout will take 

place on Saturday August 11th in Medway. The second will take place on Wednesday August 
22nd in North Andover. 

 
Q. How should a program decide between two or more willing/able/deserving candidates? 
A. Each program will have complete autonomy in making their nomination. The Mass Bay 

Colonials will ultimately consist of athletes who not only possess advanced lacrosse skills, but 
who represent the ideals of MBYLL through their character, sportsmanship, dedication, 
leadership, and respect for the game. Programs are encouraged to honor the player in their 
organization who best exemplifies these characteristics. 

 
Q. How can a town program help to sponsor a player or become more involved in the process? 
A. This team is being compiled not just to give the selected athletes a once-in-a-lifetime lacrosse 

experience, but to showcase the caliber of lacrosse in our town programs. We will be 
exploring a number of ways to highlight individual town programs whose athletes make the 
team (possible ideas include helmet stickers, uniform patches, and similar displays of your 
program's logo). We would highly encourage each program to assist and support the selected 
athletes, whether that's with some financial support or simply moral support. There will be 
many ways a program can and should be invested and involved throughout this process. 

 
Q. How does one volunteer to be more involved? 
A. MBYLL is currently seeking interested candidates for coaching, organizing, assistance with 

tryouts (as a host, organizer, or evaluator), and general support of the project. If interested in 
any aspect of being involved, please email Mass Bay Colonials General Manager Joey Picard 
<colonials@mbyll.org>. 
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Information for a Potential Athlete / Family Member 
 
Q. What is the Orlando Lacrosse Open? 
A. The Orlando Lacrosse Open is an annual tournament that invites over 150 teams (from High 

School to youth) from Florida, Georgia, Texas, North Carolina, Alabama, Maryland, and NOW 
Massachusetts. It is run and organized by Orlando Lacrosse, an organization dedicated to 
lacrosse instruction, league-play, and club tournaments. 

 
Q. How much lacrosse will the athletes play? 
A. The Mass Bay Colonials will play in at least four (4) games during the two-day tournament.  

The first day will be "pool" games.  The top teams from each pool will compete in a single-
elimination bracket-style competition on Sunday. The least successful teams from each pool 
will compete in a consolation game. The more success the team has, the more games it will 
play. 

 
Q. What is the obligation and commitment of each player and parent? 
A. 1)  Each player and accompanying family member will be financially responsible for the cost of 

the trip (including airfare, hotel accommodations, ground transportation, and meals). 
  
 2)  Each player is responsible for attending the three or four practices and team meetings that 

will take place prior to the team leaving for Florida. Though the dates, times, and locations 
haven't been established, they are expected to occur periodically throughout the fall at 
central locations. Special events may coincide with team practices / meetings including guest 
speakers, team dinners, and other enrichment activities designed to make this both 
educational and entertaining. 

 
 3)  Each player is expected to participate in all tournament games, practices, and team 

meetings that occur in Florida. 
 
 4)  As representatives and ambassadors of Mass Bay Youth Lacrosse League, players are 

expected to display integrity and sportsmanship for the duration of the tournament.   
 
Q. How will the team get to Florida? 
A. Athletes are expected to arrive in Orlando by Friday evening, November 30th. MBYLL and 

Mass Bay Colonials organizers can assist with travel plans and flight suggestions, but athletes 
and accompanying guests are financially responsible for their own travel plans. Players are 
expected to stay until the last game on Sunday (which is likely to end by 5:00 PM at the 
latest). MBYLL is also organizing an optional theme-park day on Monday December 3rd. 
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Athletes are not obligated to participate, but encouraged to join the team at one of the 
Orlando theme parks (TBD soon).  

 
 
Q.  Will the athletes have to miss any school? 
A. While it’s possible to fly in late Friday and leave late Sunday, many of the athletes (and 

certainly those choosing to join us at the theme park on Monday), will likely choose to miss 
one or more days of school in order to fully participate. Please consider your willingness to do 
so and your flexibility in travel plans before committing to tryout for the Mass Bay Colonials. 

 
Q. How will the teams get around while in Florida? 
A. We're looking into having the teams travel to and from the hotel(s) and sports complex by a 

team bus or by team vans, though this is merely a tentative plan. Regarding non-lacrosse 
related excursions and general travel for accompanying family members, they should be 
prepared to reserve rental cars. MBYLL has not pre-booked any rental car reservations. Once 
selected for the team, that reservation should be made as quickly as possible. 

 
Q. Where will the teams be staying? 
A. MBYLL will be working with the tournament organizers to reserve a block of rooms at the 

Omni Championsgate Hotel (main site for the tournament). Once an athlete is selected, 
organizers will immediately share best options for accommodations factoring in both cost and 
convenience).  
 

Q. Can an athlete join the team and travel to the OLO without a parent/guardian? 
A. Unfortunately, all selected athletes must have an accompanying parent/guardian to join him 

for the trip. Chaperones are not provided by MBYLL nor the Mass Bay Colonials.  
 
Q. What will the selected athletes be required to bring? 
A. In addition to the clothing and sanitation needs of a three-day trip, players should also be 

expected to bring their lacrosse equipment, including back-up sticks and the proper safety 
equipment (mouth guards and protective cups). A more thorough list of required and 
recommended travel items will be provided to the selected athletes prior to the team's 
departure. 

 
Q. How much free time will an athlete have on his own to experience Orlando? 
A. Until the team's official schedule is solidified by the tournament's organizers, it's difficult to 

determine how much free time there will be (and when it will occur). There should be, 
however, ample time for an athlete to explore Orlando in the evenings for dining and 
shopping options. It is unlikely that a family would be able to fully get the most out of a theme 
park visit on one of the tournament days. Our hope is that many will join us on Monday at one 
of area’s great attractions. 
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Q. Who will be coaching/organizing the trip? 
A. The Mass Bay Youth Lacrosse League's Board of Directors has planned and organized this trip.  

Coaches (head and assistant) will be chosen directly by the Board based on their experience,  
 

knowledge, and philosophies. The primary subcommittee of administrators who've taken an 
active role in shaping this event include MBYLL Directors Tom Spangenberg (President), Rick 
Zaccardo (Sport Development), Kevin Barney (Sales & Marketing), and Joey Picard (League 
Operations & Communications). 

 
Q. What personal information will be collected once the athlete makes the team? 
A. For team registration with the Orlando Lacrosse Open and the Mass Bay Colonials tryouts, 

MBYLL will collect the athlete's basic personal information (Name, Date of Birth, Address, 
etc.). For liability purposes, MBYLL will ask for insurance information as well (Providers and 
Policy numbers, etc.). We may also collect necessary health information (allergies and/or 
medical conditions) along with uniform sizes and expected travel plans. 

 
Q. What is the expected team fee and what does it include (and not include)? 
A. The expected fee to join the Mass Bay Colonials will be $375 per athlete. That fee will cover 

their tournament participation fee, athlete insurance, team-issued apparel and uniforms, the 
Mass Bay Colonials helmets, and the cost of pre-trip practices and events. The fees are also 
used to cover a few administrative costs (such as tryouts, team vans, equipment, and 
supplies).  

 
 The team fee does NOT include airfare, hotel accommodations, ground transportation, meals, 

the optional ticket(s) to the Theme park (although we intend to secure discounted park tickets 
via local connections and/or a group rate).  

 
Q. Who can I contact for more information regarding the tournament, the team, and the trip? 
A. For more information, questions, and/or concerns, please do not hesitate to seek answers 

from your town's program director, league representatives, and the Mass Bay Colonials 
General Manager Joey Picard <colonials@mbyll.org> 

 


